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Greeks to be immortal. But it was imprisoned in a mortal body,
like a bird in a cage. This body was of earth, of the same or similar
substance as stones and mud and other inanimate things. The soul
on the other hand was 'ethereal,' i.e. its true nature and abode was
the Upper Air, in the pure region high above the clouds. The
body enclosed it like a tomb: if only the body were dissolved, the
immortal soul was free to mount up to its true home. But, as has
been seen, the victorious Ptolemaic system with its attendant
Astrology had brought in the Spheres, translucent walls of crystal
cutting off Earth from Heaven beyond, cutting off the Soul in
its upward flight. How could the Soul get through ?
There is yet another problem with which thinkers of this period
were occupied. If there be one God, the ultimate Source of every-
thing, how does this variegated and partly evil world come about ?
How can One become Two, and part at least of the Two be in
opposition to its original ?
Christianity, the religion which is essentially a belief that * Jesus
appeared in Judaea' (to use the phrase employed by Mani [p. 508])
was a divinely-sent Deliverer of man, had first to explain how this
Jesus was fitted to the Old Testament, the divine vehicle of truth.
But when Christianity had become established in theGracco-Roman
world and was beginning to attract some of the educated classes
who were uninfluenced by Judaism, it is the questions sketched
above to which * Jesus* required to be fitted. Was it not possible
to set forth the rdle of Jesus in a way that satisfied the cultivated
ideas of modern enlightened society? This is the setting in which
the various Gnostic sects appeared.
The most famous of the gnostics is Valentinus, whose activity
may be dated about 130-150. He had a number of disciples, who
were divided into an Eastern and a Western school. His doctrine
survived in Egypt, and both the document called 'the Apocryphon
of John* and that called 'Pistis Sophia1* seem to be ultimately
derived from Valentinus' construction. It is with a description
of Valentinus* system, probably as set out by his disciple
Ptolemaeus, that Irenaeus begins in his great treatise 'Against
Heresies*; it is mainly from Irenaeus, rather than from the later
* Fathers* who used Irenaeus, that we are able to get a fair estimate
of what Valentinus was attempting to enunciate by his curious
mythology2.
He taught that there was an original Forefather, called also The
Deep (Bythos\ With this primordial essence dwelt a Thought
1 See below, p. 472.
* For the following paragraphs, see Burkitt, ep. cit. pp. 42 f&.